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Doc.  No.  13V2i. 


Secret  State  1  at. ter 


I  (*:'-irririun  cf  tve  Conference  between  the  German  Foreign 
i  inist<  ;r  ■'fv'  / Mir ssr d< rf  OSTtB  A  on  24  June  1?42  In  Berlin. 


It  the  beginning  Ambassador  OSvLI/  said  it  had  been  Ms 
desire  to  inform  the  German  Foreign  Minister  before  the  be¬ 
ginning  c  f  V  e  greet  German  offensive  sor.etMng  about  the  future 
military  plans  of  Tokyo*  Fowoverj  to  his  great  regret  he  had 
up  to  no”  r< ci  ived  finest  no  concrete  account  from  his  Govern¬ 
ment  about  t1  cir  uilitrry  plans.  There  was,  however,  no  doubt 
thrt  the  Japanese  rrr.cd  forces  were  making  similar  preparations 
for  acticn  of  great  scope  in  line  vitv  t’x  German  operations, 
’/hether  the  direction  of  sucv  action  would  be  directed  against 
Australia,  India,  or  Russia  ras  not  clerr;  he  guessed  it  would 
be  directed  to  the  South,  against  Australia. 

**>.  ** 

Ambassador  OSTTL.A  then  handed  t>c  German  Foreign  I  inister 
n  short  note  (as  attached)  according  to  which  no  war  material 
had  entered  lutssia  via  Vladivostok  since  Japan  entered  the  war. 

***** 

During  the  further  course  cf  tve  conversation  the  German 
Foreign  ]  inister  in  general  stressed  tvc  importance  of  t>"c  year 
1942  for  our"  conduct  of  the  warj  he  believes,  as  heretofore, 
t'  at  tMs  year  should  be  fully  utilized  by  all  means  by  adopt¬ 
ing  as  daring  a  strategy  as  can  be  conceived. 

The  Japanese  Navy  probably  still  has  such  important  tasks 
to  solve  as  the  strengthening  of  the  Japanese  position  in  Aus¬ 
tralia,  the  push  to  the  Indian  Ocean,  securing  the  position 
facing,  or  in,  Fov/oii ,  as  well  as  in  the  Aleutians.  If  new 
aeavy  blows  cculd  be  administered  tc  the  Americans  and  English 
there,  tMs  would  be  cf  great  importance  to  the  joint  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  tvc  war.  It  would  be.  of  especial  importance  if  we 
could  join  hands  somewhere  in  tvo  Indian  Ocean  in  the  not  too 
distant  future.  The  German  Foreign  I  inister  was  not  av/arc  of 
Japan's  plans  in  tMs  regard.  At  any  rate,  it  is,  however, 
important  not  to  lose  sigVt  of  the  Russian  question.  If  in  view 
of  the  reorganization  of  sMpping  routes  and  of  tvc  consolida¬ 
tion  cf  the  positions  t^us  far  captured  in  the  various  seas, 
furtvcr  maritime  operations  would  pirhaps  be  centcnplatcd  only 
at  a.  later  tine.  Then  he  was  of  t’’c  opinion  that  at  any  ease 
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Russia  should  be  tackled  rnd  the  Russian  eneny  finally  Jointly 
disposed  of  In  t*  is  year.  It  was  the  strength  of  tvo  Tri¬ 
partite  pens  t’ rt  tvcy  bad  proceeded  on  tbc  offensive  fron 
tre  outset ,  never  waging  a  defensive  rar  ps  England  bas  done 
thus  for. 

Anbassodcr  GSTTIi ..  strted  t^rt  he  agreed  t-*  v’ba t  tbc 
German  Fort lgn  inister  bad  srld  In  every  respect  and  rsked 
to  be  C(  nvinced  tlat  neither  be  ncr  bis  Gevernnent  bc- 
in  conductin'-  tve  war  defensively  but  tbat  victory 
ccuid  cniy  be  secured  through  further  attacks.  ^Te  bad  nc  doubt 
but  tv  at;  bls  J^rntsc  arr.ed  forces  were  at  this  tir.;c  preparing 
further  operations  recording  to  a  definite  plan  and  would  at-^ 
tack  anew  at  an  appropriate  tine. 

_  o  Tbe  Gtr.:an  Foreign  Minister  replied  that  tbc  victories 
of  Colonel  General  Bonn cl  as  well  as  tve  first  attacks  in  tbc 
Lost  and  tbc  raids  of  cur  submarines  prove  that  this  year 
Germany  would  go  on  attacking  and  be  was  convinced  that  Japan 
would  do  likewise.  added  that  also  in  future  a  daring 

strategy  would  be  tbe  smartest  ropd  to  a  victorious  end  of  the 
war. 


/s/  Gettfriedsen 

Handed  to  the  German  Foreign  !  inister  by  Ambassador  0SrIPA 
during  tve  conference  of  24  June.) 

.  .  __;}■•  cntered  tbe  v/ar,  20  Russian  ncrcvantr.cn  4, 

102j000  tcns>  •°ith  r  nrxinun  loading  capacity  of 
Zv  ]1?4  tons  Vpvt  cnt<-rcd  the  barbor  of  Vladivostok.  Durino 
m  Clr  Vm£Ggt’  tVcsc  ships  -ere  searched  by  units  of  tvc  Japanese 

rcvcPlcd  tVpt  tvc  freight  consisted  nr  inly 

f^dStU£fs’  flcu];»  su£pr >  vegetable  oil,  etc.  and  contained 
no  armaments  or  r.:unitions. 

2.  .  pprrcntly,  thc  transport  of  these  tcrds  to  Vladivos- 

t ok  was  carried  out  in  most  cases  oftcr  reloading  in  tvc  barbor 
?*■  P('tropavlovsk.  The  occupation  of  t’-e  v.’cstcrn  Aleutian  Islands 
in  thfPfuturfl£:Vtinf;  f"rccs  v,i11  nrkc  tvis  ncthod  very  difficult 

Certificate : 

I»  Ulrlcv  -tr-us.  htrcby  certify  that  I  -n  f'croueblv 
conversant  wit'-  We  Gen  or  and  LnollJ  languages  and  as  a  re- 
TUv...c  f  t,c,  comparison  between  the  1- err: an  and  tvc  Inrlisb  texts. 

1  "VJ;  established  t’ rt  t>  is  is  a  true  -nd  correct” translation  ’ 
of  International  Prosecution  Doounent  No.  1372; . 

/s/  Ulricb  .  .  Straus _ 
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